
 
 

January 20, 2023 
Dear Parents, 

This week, the students completed our unit on comparing and contrasting the characters, 
settings, problems, and solutions from all of the different versions of “The Gingerbread Man” books. 
On Tuesday, we read The Gingerbread Bear, and the students were surprised that the clever ranger 
outsmarted the Gingerbread Bear instead of a fox.  On Wednesday, we read The Ninjabread Man, 
and the students really liked that all the characters who challenged the Ninjabread man were ninja 
animals.  The students also had fun engineering their gingerbread traps with their 5th grade buddies!    
Please check Seesaw this weekend to see a video of your child describing how his/her gingerbread 
trap works to catch a gingerbread.   On Thursday, the children came into school to find that one of the 
gingerbread characters from our stories left a picture in their gingerbread traps.   Today, we read the 
story Catch That Cookie, and the students had to listen to clues to figure out where the gingerbread 
cookies were hiding in the school.    We finished our unit with The Gingerbread Baby, and the 
students compared the problem and solution of the story to all of the books we have read the last two 
weeks.   They were happy to see that the Gingerbread Baby was given his own gingerbread house to 
live in at the end of the story. 

During Journaling time the last two weeks, the students have been writing about all the 
different characters that chased the Gingerbread in each book.   The students were given the writing 
prompt “The ______ chased the Gingerbread ______” and the students used their “roller coaster” 
sounding out strategy and Kindergarten spelling to sound out and write their favorite character from 
each story.   I am so proud of all the students for their hard work in writing, and we are working 
toward independent sentence writing in the next few weeks!   

In Math this week, the students have been continuing their work on beginning addition and 
subtraction.   They have been learning new Adding and Subtraction Centers using 5 frames, 
counters, and cubes.   In the Roll and Add Center, the students had a full 5 Frame of counting chips, 
and then rolled a cube to see how many more chips to add to their 5 frame (ie 5 and 3 is 8, 5+3=8).  
In the Roll and Subtract Center, students started with a full 5 Frame of counting chips, and then rolled 
a cube to see how many chips to take away (ie 5 take away 2 is 3, 5-2=3).   In the Subtraction Tower 
Center, students took turns with a 10 tower, and rolled a cube to see how many they needed to take 
away (ie 10 take away 5 is 5, 10-5=5).   Using snacks or small toy collections to play the same games 
at home is a great way to continue the Math Skills your child is learning in school! 

Our theme for next week will be winter clothing.  We will be reading and sequencing the stories 
“The Mitten” and “The Hat” by Jan Brett.   
  We will be celebrating the 100th day of school on Monday, February 6th.  As part of the 100th 
day celebration, we are asking students to bring in a collection of 100 items for show and tell.  Some 
ideas for 100th day collections include posters with 100 stickers, 100 cereal pieces, 100 M&Ms, 100 
smiley faces, 100 hearts, 100 legos, 100 toy cars, 100 letters or numbers, 100 bows, a house made 
from 100 Popsicle sticks.  The goal is for your child to be creative and count out 100 of something to 
show the class on a poster or in a Ziploc bag.  Please see the 100th day Family Project letter that is 
attached to this newsletter.  All projects are due on Thursday, February 2nd.   

  
****Reminders**** 

February 6th – 100th  Day of School 
 

Have a wonderful weekend! 

Miss Jen Hottendorf 

 


